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On the central platform there is a plain balcony against a
daikened sky-sheet On this men are watching the waves
Montano strides about anxiously below The lights are still
somewhat dimmed News arrives by hurrying messengers
All is waihke pieparation and bustle Intermittent wind
and suii still sound A messenger tells of the Turkish dis-
\stei and of the ai rival of Cassio's ship It is growing lighter
Cassio cnteis L, thionged by citizens He wears armour and
a helmet Cries of CA sail, a sail1' are heaid Soon - not
du cctly - after, guns thunder a salute Observe that Cassio's
arnval was not so hei aided beforehand A messenger goes
off to enquire ol this new arrival, while Cassio tells of
Othello's marriage, emphasizing Desdemona's excellence
The messenger returns, saying it is she who has arrived
Cassio in highly figurative language imagines her divine
prerogative of safety against tempests He pi ays for Othello,
speaking of him as of a god coming to breathe life-fire into
the Cypriots See how the glamorous situation is being
built, heaped up, one entry on another The lights aie
well laised Now Desdemona, Emilia, and lago enter from
the centre platform, and descend the steps, holding their
raised position fbi a second or two while the ciowded stage
kneels at Cassio's command and Cassio speaks his welcome
Watch Desdemona descend, immortal beauty untouched
by stoim The lights are bright on her No more wind and
$urf is audible the tempest is being crushed by human
excellence- Now again, in quick succession, cries of CA sail,
a sail1' and guns Cassio was unannounced by such effects,
for Desdemona they were separated by a few lines, now they
come both at once While they go for the news, Desdemona
talks playfully with lago an exquisite contrast and delicate
ttony She is gay and colloquial A divine domesticity
breathes fiom her A trumpet sounds notice how this thud
exit has thus additional ceremony, by contrast lifted high
and using over the others cThe Mooi - I know his ti urn-
pet!' Cheers sound off Desdemona runs to the stops At-
fended by soldiers Othello appears up-centre on the plat-
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